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SUBJ: US-PANAMA RELATIONS 

1. PANAMANIAN PERMREP BOYD APPROACHED AMBASSADOR 
BENNETT JULY 31 TO ASK WHETHER LATTER HAD ANY INFORMATION 
ON PROSPECTIVE TIMING OF APPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUAL TO 
SUCCEED ROBERT ANDERSON AS HEAD OF TEAM FOR NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH PANAMA. WHEN BENNETT REPLIED HE NOT INFORMED, 

BOYD SAID HE HAD HEARD ELLSWORTH BUNKER MENTIONED AS 
POSSIBLE NEGOTIATOR AND COMMENTED THIS WOULD BE EXCELLENT 

CHOICE IN HIS OPINION. 

2. HE WENT ON TO URGE THAT APPOINTMENT, WHOEVER IT 
MIGHT BE, BE MADE WITHOUT DELAY SINCE 
PRESSURES WERE BUILDING IN PANAMA. IN INTERNATIONAL 
FIELD, HE SAID NONALIGNED PRESSURES ON PANAMA WERE VERY 
HEAVY AND INCREASINGLY HARD TO RESIST. PANAMA WOULD BE 
ATTENDING FORTHCOMING ALGIERS MEETING OF NONALIGNED AS 
AN OBSERVER AND HE HAD BEEN UNDER PRESSURE TO GO GIMSELF, 

A MISSION HE SAID HE VERY MUCH WANTED TO AVOID. HE 
PLEADED THAT SOMETHING BE DONE ON US.-PANAMA RELATIONS 
BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE. 
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3. COMMENT: BOYD HAS CLIMBED OFF HIGH HORSE HE WAS 
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RIDING DURING SPRING BEFORE AND DURING SECURITY COUNCIL 
MEETING. HE HAS PLAYED MATTERS STRAIGHT WITH US RECENTLY, 
AND NOTHING HAS BEEN HEARD FROM HIM RE THREATS TO BRING 
CANAL ISSUE BEFORE GA. HAVING BEEN PICKED BY NONALIGNEDS 
TO SERVE AS CHAIRMAN OF AD HOC TERRORISM COMMITTEE, HE 
HAS TRIED HARD TO BE AN IMPARTIAL CHAIRMAN AND TO MOVE WORK 

ALONG, NOT THE ROLE HIS BACKERS HAD INTENDED FOR FOR 
HIM. IN HIS CONVERSATION TODAY, HE APPEARED GENUINELY 
ANXIOUS TO SEE WORK GET STARTED ON NEGOTIATIONS LOOKING 
TOWARD AGREEMENT BETWEEN U.S. AND PANAMA ON OUTSTANDING 
ISSUES. 

BENNETT 
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